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A COMPARISON OF NESTING COVER UTILIZED 
BY PHEASANTS AND W A TERFOWLI 
William L. Baxter and Carl W. Wolfe 
The rain-water basin region of Nebraska contains approximately 3,745 
square miles of area distributed through 10 counties in the south-central 
portion of the state. The area is characterized by gently rolling loess plains 
dissected in areas by well defined drainages. In a large portion of the area 
the drainages end in closed systems or rainwater basins. The importance 
of this region as a pheasant and waterfowl nesting area has been docu-
mented previously by Linder, Lyon and Agee (1960), Linder (1959), Evans 
and Wolfe (1967), and Baxter (1970). 
Data presented here were collected on private land comprising two 
nine-square mile study areas in Clay County, Nebraska under P-R project 
W -38-R (The Life History and Ecology of the Ring-necked Pheasant). 
Land use on the study areas was recorded from 1955 through 1964. 
Between 90 and 95 IJercent of the area was intensively cultivated or grazed, 
depending on the amount of water in the basins. The principal crops on the 
area were grain sorghum, corn, wheat and alfalfa. 
METHODS: 
Nesting studies were conducted on the Harvard area from 1956 through 
1964, and on the Clay Center area from 1959 through 1964. These studies 
were conducted by systematically searching randomly selected plots in all 
cover tYIJes except row crops. Nest searching was patterned after Stokes' 
(1954) work on Pelee Island, Ontario. Cover types sampled were classified 
as roadsides, wheat, alfalfa, fence rows, pasture and hay, and unused areas. 
The sampling rate varied from 1:6 to 1 :16 depending on the expected nest 
densities in that cover type. 
Each duck and pheasant nest was recorded on prepared forms. Data 
recorded included covertype, composition of vegetation associated with the 
nest, and the number and fate of eggs. 
Waterfowl data used in this paper is based on the primary nesting 
species using the area. Blue-winged Teal, the most common nesting species, 
established 52 percent of all waterfowl nests. Pintails and Mallards estab-
lished 18 and 16 percent respectively. 
Availability of Nesting Cover 
Approximately 42 percent of the total acreage on the study area was 
classified as potential nesting cover. Ranked by occurrence, these cover-
types were: wheat, pasture and hay, alfalfa, unused areas, roadsides and 
fence rows. While 42 percent represents the 10-year mean value, the actual 
acreage varied from year to year depending on c~ltural practices and the 
amount of water present in the basins. 
Rainwater basins were primarily limited to the Clay Center area. The 
IJresence of water in these basins was the factor which determined whether 
waterfowl nested on the area. The amount of water in the basins affected 
Pheasants in a different manner. In dry years the size of the unused areas 
increased, and Pheasants commonly nested in what was formerly a marsh. 
During such years, Pheasant production from these areas was significant. 
lContribution from Nebraska Pittman-Robertson Project W-38-R 
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FINDINGS: 
The importance of roadside nesting cover to Pheasants has been well 
documented during the course of this study. Roadsides comprised slightly 
more than one percent of the total acreage on the two study areas (Table 1). 
However, during the course of the study, over 25 percent of all nests estab-
lished and chicks produced came from this cover type (Table 2). 
Table 1. Nesting cover on the Clay County study areas. (Ten-year mean 
values.) 
Percent Total 
Covertype Acres Land Area 
Roadside 146.2 1.3 
Alfalfa 290.6 2.8 
Wheat 2,471.4 24.1 
Pasture and Hay 939.1 9.2 
Unused Areas 271.2 2.6 
Fencerow 19.2 0.2 
Table 2. Nesting effort and percent production by Pheasants, 1956-1964. 
Percent Percent 
Covertype Nests Chicks 
Roadside 
Alfalfa 
Wheat 
Pasture and Hay 
Unused Areas 
Fencerow 
Diverted Acres 
26.7 
23.8 
24.8 
14.6 
8.3 
1.6 
0.2 
25.2 
2.8 
52.6 
8.8 
6.8 
0.0 
3.8 
Alfalfa occurred on a relatively small portion of the total land area, 
but was used extensively by Pheasants as nesting cover. Twenty-four per-
cent of aU 'nests were e§ta'bfiShed in thi:scO'trertype. AlthuU"g'h· alfalfa wase 
preferred nesting cover and nest densities were high, chick production was 
low because most nests were destroyed by mowing. Less than three per-
cent of the total Pheasant production occurred in this covertype. 
Winter wheat is a major crop in the region, and a large portion (25 
percent) of the study areas was devoted to its culture. Pheasant nest densities 
were low in wheat, with 25 percent of all nests established in this crop. 
However, fully half of the chicks were produced here. Areas classified as 
pasture and native hay accounted for 10 percent of the area. Fifteen per-
cent of the Pheasant nests were established in this covertype. These nests 
contributed nine percent of all chicks produced. Non-cultj;-ated or unused 
areas such as basin perimeters made up less than three percent of the Clay 
Center study area. Eight percent of the nests and seven percent of the 
chicks were in this covertype. When basin bottoms, however, became avail-
able for nesting during dry years, up to 28 percent of the nests and 32 
percent of the total chicks were produced here. Fence rows were insignificant 
as nesting cover. Acreage devoted to this covertype was minimal and pred-
ators destroyed all nests established there. Roadsides, alfalfa, and pasture 
and hay were the covertypes most often utilized by waterfowl for nesting. 
These were the only covertypes in which ducklings were produced. 
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An obvious difference between Pheasants and waterfowl is the lack of 
importance of wheat to waterfowl production. This covertype, important to 
Pheasant production, was of little importance to waterfowl. Only five per-
cent of all duck nests were located in wheat and no ducklings were pro-
duced in this covertype. Worthy of note was the use of wheat stubble for 
waterfowl nesting. Stubble was present each spring during the spring mi-
gration, and some duck nests were established in this cover, but none were 
successful because of early stubble plowing. Unused areas and fencerows 
were not significant as nesting cover and these areas contributed no duck-
lings to the population. 
We found that differences existed between the primary species of 
waterfowl using the study area for nesting. 
Table 3. Nesting effort and production by species of waterfowl, 1958-1962. 
-Blue-winged Teal- -Mallard- -Pintail-
Covertype Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Nests Ducklings Nests Ducklings Nests Ducklings 
Roadside 33.0 44.0 26.9 70.6 21.6 31.7 
Alfalfa 33.0 21.6 26.9 29.4 43.2 25.0 
Wheat 2.9 0.0 2.9 0.0 8.1 0.0 
Wheat stubble 0.9 0.0 5.1 0.0 13.5 0.0 
Pasture & Hay 23.4 34.4 2.9 0.0 8.2 43.3 
Unused Areas 3.9 0.0 35.3 0.0 5.4 0.0 
Fencerow 2.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Blue-winged Teal showed an equal preference for roadsides and alfalfa 
as nesting cover with 33 percent of their nests in each covertype (Table 3). 
Pasture and hay ranked next with 23 percent of all nests. Based on the 
percent of total ducklings produced, these covertypes were ranked in the 
followi~g order of importance: roadsides (44 percent); pasture and hay 
(34 percent); and alfalfa (22 percent). We found that approximately 90 
percent of the nesting and 100 percent of the production of this species 
occurred in these three covertypes. 
Pintails showed a definite preference for alfalfa and roadsides as nest-
ing cover. Sixty-five percent of all nests were located here. Eight peTcent 
of all nests were established in pasture and hay. All Pintail ducklings were 
produced in these covertypes. Pasture and hay was the most important fol-
lowed by roadsides and alfalfa. The remaining three covertypes, Wheat, 
fencerows and unused areas, accounted for 27 percent of the nests and no 
chicks. 
Pasture and hay was the preferred nesting cover for Mallards, with 35 
percent of their nests in this covertype. Roadsides and alfalfa ranked next 
and were equally preferred at 27 percent. Wheat, wheat stubble, and unused 
areas accounted for the remaining 11 percent. Mallard ducklings were 
produced in only two covertypes, roadsides and alfalfa, with roadsides 
contributing 71 percent. 
Plant Associations and Nesting Preferences 
While we have looked at nesting cover Ilreferences from the stand-
point of covertypes, this data provided no information as to why certain 
areas within a covertype were selected as nest sites. Therefore, a more de-
tailed analysis of vegetation complexes associated directly with nests was 
considered necessary. 
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Pheasants exhibited a definite preference for certain plant complexes. 
Eighty-two percent of all Pheasant nests were established in cover where 
vegetation made its maximum growth during the spring months. Thirty-
seven percent of all nests were found in alfalfa, 27 percent in cool-season 
grass stands, and 23 percent in winter wheat. Mixed plant communities of 
forbs, grasses and semi-aquatics occurred at 16 percent of all nest sites. 
Plant communities of mixed warm and cool-season grasses as well as 
communities which were entirely warm-season grasses occurred at slightly 
more than two percent of all nest sites. 
We found that for all species of waterfowl, alfalfa and cool-season 
grasses were preferred nesting cover and accounted for 38 percent and 27 
percent of all nests, respectively. Grasses, forbs and semi-aquatic plant com-
plexes were more important to waterfowl than to Pheasants. Twenty-six 
percent of all nests were in this covertype. 
Wheat, while a preferred nesting cover for Pheasants, declined to a 
position of minor importance (9 percent) for waterfowl. 
Plant associations favored by the different waterfowl species varied 
somewhat between species. Blue-winged Teal favored alfalfa, grasses, forbs 
and semi-acquatics, cool-season grasses and wheat in that order. Pintails 
showed a preference for alfalfa, followed by cool-season grasses and wheat. 
No Pintail nests were established in the grass, forb and semi-aquatic 
category. Mallards indicated an equal preference for the following cate-
gories: (1) cool-season grasses, and (2) grass, forbs and semi-aquatics. 
Alfalfa was also an important plant at Mallard nest sites, occurring in 
pure stands on 24 percent of the nest sites. Wheat and wheat stubble were 
selected for 12 percent of the nests. 
SUMMARY: 
Pheasant and waterfowl nests on two nine-square mile study areas in 
south-central Nebraska were analyzed to determine if there were prefer-
ences for covertypes and plant associations involved in selection of nesting 
sites and ipToouctivity. 
Roadsides, wheat, and alfalfa were the covertypes preferred by Pheasants 
as nesting cover. While pasture and hay and unused areas were used to a 
lesser degree for nesting, they provided important nesting cover. Fencerows 
were insignificant as Pheasant nesting cover. 
Based on Pheasant chick production, wheat is of major importance, 
followed by roadsides, pasture and hay, and finally unused areas. Nests 
in alfalfa contributed few chicks to the population. 
Alfalfa, roadsides and pasture and hay were the covertypes preferred 
by waterfowl as nesting cover. All ducklings produced on the area were 
hatched in these covertypes. 
Both waterfowl and Pheasants exhibited a preference for cool-season 
plant communities as nesting cover. 
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First Specimen of Poor-will from Lancaster County 
A Summary of Poor-will Migration 
On 1 November 1970 we discovered a road-killed male Poor-will 
(Phalaenoptilus nuttalli) about three miles north of Lincoln on 27th Street 
(between SE 1/4, Section 25, TllN. R6E and SW 1/4, Section 30, TllN, 
R7E, Lancaster County). The specimen was badly crushed, but the wings, 
retrices, and feet were sufficiently intact for identification. The lack of 
a wing stripe and the prese"nce of terminal patches of white on the outer 
retrices eliminated the possibility that it was the Common Nighthawk 
(Chordeiles minor), and the nearly naked tarsus and restricted distribution 
of white on the tail eliminated the Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus voci/erus) 
Table 1. Migration Records for :the Poor-will 1954-1970 
(Counties lis:ted in order from wes:t :to eas:t.) 
County 
Sioux 
Scottsbluff 
Dawes 
Box Butte 
Keith 
Lincoln 
Thomas 
Logan 
Webster 
Lancaster 
Spring records 
May 24 
May 14 
May 3, 7, 10, 12 
13, 25 
May 19 
May 3 
May 6 
May 17 
May 4, 6 
April 25, May 1 
Fall records 
Sept. 4 
Sept. 8 
Aug. 22, Sept. 15, 20 
Oct. 1, 7 
Sept. 12 
Oct. 30 * 
* indicates the record presented in this paper 
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and the much larger Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimulgus ca1·0Iinensis). The 
state of decay of the specimen indicated that the time of death was several 
days prior to our find. The specimen has been preserved in the University 
of Nebraska State Museum (ZM# 12946). It constitutes the first record 
of the Poor-will for Lancaster County and the most eastern recent record 
for the state of Nebraska. Coleman (Birds of S.E. Nebr., bound field notes, 
1889) collected a Poor-will near Peru in Nemaha County in the spring of 
1887 for the most eastern record in Nebraska. 
Rapp (Nebr. Bird Review 22: 35-37, 1954) summarized the status of 
this species in Nebraska, giving the eastern edge of the breeding range as 
north-central Nebraska. Since 1954 it has been additionally reported as a 
breeding bird from Thomas County near Halsey (Ford, Nebr. Bird Review 
27: 6-12, 1959) and from Jefferson County (Hoge, Nebr. Bird Review 32: 
14, 1964), the latter constituting the most eastern recent breeding record. 
The 1964 record may represent a chance breeding occurrence since no 
further records have come from that area. 
Rapp (op. cit.) noted that very little was known of the Poor-will's 
migration, especially in fall, and felt that in migration the species crossed 
the western half of the state. He could list only three spring migration 
dates and none for fall migration. Since his review, an old spring migration 
record (exact date unknown) for Gage County has been found (Fiala, Nebr. 
Bird Review 38: 53, 1970), and new migration dates have been reported 
from ten counties. The majority of the migration reports are from western 
counties (Table 1). The specimen we collected unquestionably has the 
latest migration date. 
Calvin L. Cink and Kent L. Fiala 
Department of Zoology 
The University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
1971EALL FIELIlDAY 
A little over forty people participated in the 1971 Fall Field Day held 
Sunday, November 7, at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, southeast of 
Blair. It was a sunny day, with light wind. and brisk - about twenty-five 
degrees. Fifty species (or fifty-one if Flickers are separated) were seen, 
and one additional (marked ':') was heard: 
Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron; Canada, 
White-fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese; Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail; Green-
winged and Blue-winged Teal; American Widgeon, Shoveler, Redhead, 
Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead; Cooper's, Red-
tailed, and Rough-legged Hawks; Bald Eagle, Bobwhite, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, American Coot, Killdeer, Ring-billed Gull, Flickers; Red-beIlied 
and Downy Woodpeckers; Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Robin, Starling, House Spar-
rows; Red-winged and Rusty Blackbirds; Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco; Tree, Harris', 
white-throated, and Song Sparrows; and Lapland Longspur*. 
There were about 200,000 Blue and Snow Geese on the re-fuge at the 
time. 
About twenty people attended an open house at the George Grube's in 
Blair the night before the trip. 
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THE DALTON, HARRISBURG, KIMBALL TRIANGLE 
Glenn Viehmeyer 
Areas where closely related species make contact are of particular in-
terest to students of evolutionary processes and the dynamic of popula-
tions. When such species are not in complete reproductive. isolation gene ex-
change may alter the nature of populations. 
In western Nebraska relicts of an extensive prehistoric forest persist 
along the scarps and canyons that rim the river valleys that drain the area. 
One such relict lies within the triangle formed by a line from nalton to 
Harrisburg to Kimball and back to nalton. Here the birds from east, west, 
north, and south meet and share a habitat where a hybrid swarm of Juni-
pers, western yellow pine, and various woody plants provide a diverse habitat 
for avian residents andl visitors. 
COLORADO 
Here because of proximity and the pressure of a restricted habitat 
miscengenation occurs in both plants and animals. Here the Red-shafted 
Flicker, Colaptes cafer Gmelin, and the Yellow-shafted Flickers, Colaptes 
auratus Linnaeus, have interbred to form a hybrid swarm. (See Peterson 
1961.) Here also the Junipers, J. scolJulorum Sarg. and J. virginiana L. 
have produced a hybrid swarm; part of a hybrid population that, according 
to Van Haverbeke (1968), occupies the entire Missouri River basin. 
The nalton, Harrisburg, Kimball triangle lies south of Pumpkin Creek 
and along the north escarpment of the high tableland that separates the 
Nebraska Bird Review 73 
Pumpkin Creek drainage from that of Lodgepole Creek. The triangle is 
bisected by an intermittant stream locally known as Laurance Fork. The 
drainage is subject to flash floods during heavy thunderstorms and sudden 
spring thaws but the stream, except in its lower reaches, is dry in the hottest 
part of the summer but does have swampy areas and potholes that provide 
water to the fauna. It is an example of the subsurface streams that are 
rather common in the west. 
The vegetation consist of areas of grassland along the valleys and the 
arms of upland between the canyons that dissect the area. In the canyons 
and along the scarps the Rocky Mountain yellow pine, Pinus ponderosa 
scopulorum Engelm., shares the habitat with the swarm of hybrids of east-
ern and western red cedars. 
The coniferous forest has an understory of western choke cherry, 
Prunu8 demissa (Nutt.) Walp.; skunkbush, Rhus trilobata, Nutt.; western 
snowberry, Symphoriocarpes occidentalis Hook.; lead plant, A morpha canse-
scens Hook.; golden currant, Ribes allreum Pursh; and the soapweed, Yucca 
glauca Nutt. 
Along the intermittent stream that bisects the area cottonwood, Populus 
sp.; willows, Salix sp.; and hackberry, Celtis occidentalis L., form open 
groves. 
It was in this area that Dr. J. O. Young, University of Nebraska, and 
the author saw what they believed might be nesting Curved-billed Thrashers, 
Toxostoma curvirostre Swainson, during June 1965. Indentification was not 
positive and the sightings were not reported. In November 1962 Mrs. 
Brashear, of Scottsbluff, was given a dead bird of this species by Mrs. 
Hughson, who recovered it from a cat on the Hughson ranch about 
twenty-five miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska. This was given to Professor 
Doris Gates of Chadron State College for preservation. 
On 6 June 1970 the author lead a group to the area in hopes of finding 
Curved-billed Thrashers. None were seen but numbers of pairs of Cassin's 
Kingbird, Tyrannus voci/erans Swainson, were seen in the pines along the 
rim of the scarps and in the canyons. One bird was carrying' food and it is 
presumed that these were nesting pairs. On previous trips to the area the 
species had been observed by Young and Viehmeyer in 1965 feeding fully 
fledged young and again in 1967 Viehmeyer saw many Cassin's Kingbirds 
along the Pumpkin Creek tributary where they were associating with Western 
Kingbirds, TY1"annus verticalis Say. When the two species (Western and 
Cassin's) are seen side by side along the fences as the author has seen them 
they are distinct enough to separate. A single bird at a distance might cause 
difficulty unless the notes are heard. On the recent visit it appeared that 
the Western Kingbird was breeding in the deciduous trees along the water-
courses and the Cassin's Kingbird along the rim of the scarps and canyons. 
The highlands between Pumpkin Creek and its tributary stream term-
inates in a point of bare sandstone called Lang's Point. In a short canyon 
beginning just west of Lang's Point and angled to the northwest a colony 
of Rock Doves, Columba livia Gmelin, occupies a series of recesses under 
the limestone caprock that rims the scarp and canyons. In 1965 they shared 
the canyon with a pair of nesting Prairie Falcons, Falco mexicanus, Schlegel, 
that appeared to be preying on them if the areas of Dove feathers were an 
indication. 
The Dalton, Harrisburg, Kimball triangle is an area that merits 
further study. The ornithologist should find it interesting as a place where 
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birds from north, east, west, and south meet. The possibility of nesting 
Curved-billed Thrashers should be considered as should the opportunity for 
interspecific mating of Western and Cassin's Kingbirds. ' 
Botanically the area is an ecological island left when most of the ex-
tensive earlier forest postulated by Wells (1970) was destroyed by climatic 
change and other causes. It is of interest for what appears a tendency for 
the western yellow pine to assume a fastigate growth hab~t, for the swarm 
of hybrid junipers, as well as for the geographical races of Penstemon and 
other forbs to be found there. 
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(A discussion of the hybridization of Flickers is contained in Dr. 
Short's article N6tes on Bird Distribution in the Central Plains, NBR 
29:14 -Ed.) 
BREEDING RECORD OF THE LONG-BILLED MARSH 
WREN FROM LANCASTER COUNTY 
On 26 August 1970 we collected a juvenile Long-billed Marsh Wren 
(Telmatod.ytes palustris) from a family of wrens on a marshy inlet into 
Yankee Hill Reservoir, 5 miles southwest of Lincoln, Nebraska (SE 14, 
NE ~'., Section 30, Township 9 N, Range 6 E, Lancaster County) . 
The wren had only recently fledged, as evidenced by its short weak 
flights, its food calls, and the following measurements from the specimen 
which is now in the collection of the University of Nebraska State Museum 
(ZM #12802); total length- 85.0 mm; weight- 11.5 gm; tarsus- 18.0 mm. 
Feathers had only recently emerged from their sheaths in the capital, 
spinal, and caudal tracts. The retrices were only 6.0 mm long. Two other 
juveniles seen in the same area appeared to be in the same stage of de-
velopment. One adult was seen carrying food in its bill and! a second adult 
was subsequently seen several hundred yards north on the shore of the 
reservoir. Remains of the nest were located the following day. 
This record, aside from occuring late in the season, is of some import-
ance for two reasons. It is, apparently, the first documented breeding record 
for Lancaster County. Rapp et al. (Revised Checklist of Nebraska Birds, 
1957) designated the bird as a common migrant throughout the entire state 
and an uncommon summer residel'it andi breeder in suitable marshy areas 
throughout the state. However, of all the specimens from Lancaster County 
in the collection, of the State Museum, none can ,be considered breeding birds. 
Six specimens were collected in spring migration and seven collected in fall 
migration. Nest record cards from Lancaster County since the initiation of 
that program have included no record of Long-billed Marsh Wrens. Swenk 
(Wilson Bull. 33: 103-105, 1921) considered both subspecies collected at Lin-
coln (T.p. iliacus and T.p. palustris) as migrants only, and that breeding 
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birds nested primarily along the Missouri River and in the Sandhill Region, 
with a few pairs remaining to nest in very favorable localities. Perhaps the 
creation of the numerous small reservoirs in the Salt Valley Watershed since 
1962 has provided additional suitable habitat for nesting. Unfortunately, ac-
curate nesting data on this species before and after the building of the 
reservoirs is not available. 
The second point of interest is that the vegetation in which these wrens 
were found is not entirely typical of the nesting substrate found in other 
parts of the Long-billed Marsh Wren's range. Bent (Life Histories of North 
American Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers, and Their Allies, 1948) and 
Welter (Wilson Bull, 47: 3-34, 1935) list preferred habitats as cattail, 
sedges, or long marsh grasses. The vegetation in which these wrens were 
found consists of a dense growth of long-rooted smartweed (Polygonum coc-
cineum) which attained a height of 2-3 Yz feet in water about 10 inches 
deep. It completely covered an area of 5-6 acres and was broken only occasion-
ally by the channels and houses of muskrats (Ondatra zibethica). Earlier 
in the season it provided cover and nesting sites for Red-winged Blackbirds 
and Yellowthroats. Several other reservoirs in the area also have these 
dense growths of smartweed, which appears to be a pioneer species in the 
vegetational succession as the reservoirs begin to silt in. Further investi-
gations will need< to be made in order to determine if they too support nest-
ing pairs of Long-billed Marsh Wrens. 
Calvin L. Cink and Kent L. Fiala 
Department of Zoology 
The University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
Revised Status of the Caspian Tern in Nebraska -
A Summer Occurrence Record for Lancaster County 
On the evening of 20 July 1970, my wife and I observed five Caspian 
Terns (Hydroprogne caspia) on the south shore of Branched Oak Lake 
(Section 32, Township 12 N, Range 5 E, Lancaster County). They were 
first noted at 0600 hours flying in the company of Ring-billed Gulls, but 
were seen later loafing on mud flats about 50 yards from shore, sharing 
the mud flats with Ring-billed Gulls, Black Terns, and several Forster's 
Terns. The Caspian Terns were definitely adult birds but because this spec-
ies shows no sexual dimorphism in plumage it could not be determined if 
the flock was composed of both males and females. The Caspian Terns re-
mained on the mud flats until dark. Attempts to locate the birds several 
days later were not successful. 
There are no known breeding colonies or single nests of this species 
recorded for Nebraska. Bent (U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 113:202-211, 1921) 
gives the breeding range as widely scattered localities, mainly on the coasts 
or large lakes. Large colonies of these birds are found in Michigan and 
Texas, and recently the Caspian Tern has been found nesting in Minne-
sota (Warner, D. and D. Beimborn, The Loon 41 :83-84, 1969). Presumably 
these Caspian Terns on Branched Oak Lake were wandering individuals 
from one of these nesting colonies and were either breeding birds with 
their nesting season completed, or non-breeding adults. Movements of this 
species, especially of non-breeding birds, have not had sufficient study to 
warrant an answer to the question of why these Caspian Terns were in 
Nebraska during the breeding season. 
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This is Qnly the secQnd repQrted Qccurrence Qf this species in Nebraska 
during the summer. The first recQrd was a single Caspian Tern Qbserved 
by Mickel and DawsQn (Wilson Bull. 32: 73-79, 1921) at Capital Beach in 
Lancaster CQunty Qn 1 August 1919. It is alsO' interesting to' nQte that my 
QbservatiQn, alQng with several Qther recent recQrds, seems to' bring the true 
status Qf the Caspian Tern in Nebraska intO' better perspective. In a 
twenty-five year summary Qf migratiQn by Rapp (Nebr. Bird Review 21: 
15-18, 1953) there are Qnly three recQrds fQr the Caspian Tern in the 
state - twO' frQm Lancaster CQunty and Qne frQm DQuglas County, all Qf 
which were in May. Since 1953 there have been 22 additiQnal recQrds 
(Spring and Fall MigratiQn and Occurrence RepQrts, Nebr. Bird Review, 
1953-1970), Qf which sixteen are in spring and six are in the fall (Table 1). 
Table 1. Records for the Caspian Tern in Nebraska 1953-1970 
(Counties listed in order from east to west.) 
CQunty Spring recQrds Summer recQrds Fall recQrds 
DQuglas 8 3 
Cass 1 
Lancaster 6 1* 2 
Lincoln 2 
* indicates record presented in this paper 
Caspian Terns have been repQrted regularly frQm Douglas CQunty and 
this is in agreement with Rapp et al. (Revised Check-list Qf Nebraska Birds, 
1957) whO' list the species as an "uncO'mmQn spring migrant alQng the 
MisSQuri River". HQwever, in view Qf the number Qf QbservatiQns in cQunties 
west Qf the MissQuri River, in bQth spring and fall migratiO'ns, the status 
Qf the Caspian Tern in Nebraska might be mQre cQrrectly interpreted as 
"an unCQmmQn migrant in the eastern third Qf the state; rare elsewhere". 
Calvin L. Cink, 
Department Zoology 
University of N ebraskal Lincoln 
NOTES 
WHITE-FACED IBIS. On May 24, 1971, abQut 1 PM, Perry RQper, Qne 
Qf my students, phQned me to' say he had seen SQme strange birds near Odessa 
while d~iving Qn Interstate 80. He had seen them that mQrning and alsO' the 
day befQre, bQth times in the same general area. Within ten minutes Qf the 
phQne call Perry and I were Qn 1-80 Qn Qur way to' the Odessa area, abQut 
seven miles west Qf Kearney. We saw nQthing unusual as we drQve to' the 
Elm Creek interchange, but as we gQt to' the Odessa area Qn Qur way back we 
saw the birds we had been lO'Qking fQr. I identified them as twO' White-faced 
Ibises (Plegadis chihi) althQugh I did nQt see any white at the base Qf the 
bill Qf either bird. I had becQme acquainted with the species Qn a field trip to' 
the Texas CQast a little Qver a mQnth befQre. These twO' birds were wading 
rather clQse tQgether in the flQQded pastures just west of Stukey's (lQcated Qn 
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the Odessa interchange), on the south side of 1-80 and at least 100 yards from 
the highway. We pulled off on the shoulder and watched the birds with bi-
noculars for several minutes, as long as we thought we dared to on 1-80. Mr. 
Harold Namminga, an avid photographer who was on the biology staff at 
Kearney State College this past year, went to the Odessa area on May 25 
and found the Ibises, again on the south side of 1-80, but this time east of 
the Odessa interchange. He took several pictures, but left Kearney before they 
were developed. 
-John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
OLDSQUA W. On November 28, 1970, Curtis Abdouch and I were in 
the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge (Washington County, and Iowa) on a 
tour with nine others, and saw a female Oldsquaw on the far north end' of 
the lake just beyond the old' swimming beach. It was among eight Common 
Mergansers, four Redheads, three Buffleheads, and eight or nine Common 
Goldeneyes. From the west bank we took at least twenty minutes with bi-
noculars and Peterson, Robbins, and Kortright books to finally arrive at an 
unquestioned identification. The Oldsquaw kept entirely to herself, although 
in the vicinity of the other divers, and was quite close to shore, making 
observation easy. We came back with a 20x Bausch and Lomb scope and 
watched her for another ten to fifteen minutes, more for behavioral pur-
poses than anything else. I have seen numerous Oldsquaws on Wisconsin 
rivers and Lake Michigan. 
--James M. Malkowski, Bellevue 
On January 23, 1971, we made a postive identification of an Old'squaw 
on Lake Ogallala. 
- Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, Grant 
SNOWY OWL. Gene Hornbeck, of the Omaha World-Herald, reported 
seeing a Snowy Owl on Highway 183 south of Basset in the last week of 
January 1971. 
NORTHERN SHRIKE. I had a very interesting experience about 
3 PM February 24, 1971. As I came out of the shop in my folks' yard I 
noticed a bird hovering about seventy five feet from me. It just seemed to 
hang in mid-air about ten feet off the ground, right in the middle of the 
yard'. I couldn't tell what it was for a while. It seemed motionless except 
for its wings. After what seemed a minute or so it dropped a bird it had 
been holding and flew a short distance to a tree. The bird it dropped could 
fly a little, but I was interested in the first bird'. I got my binoculars for a 
better look, and saw the first bird fly toward me and to the ground, where 
it picked up the second bird and flew to the top of a nearby tree. It was a 
pretty big load and it had trouble getting very far very fast. I could see 
that it was a Northern Shrike and that it had what looked like a Horned 
Lark. I could see the feathers flying. I went closer and the Shrike again 
dropped the Lark, which it had finished killing in that very short time. It 
was a Northern Horned Lark. I could see no visible damage to it but I imagine 
there is some that could be seen if the feathers were picked. I see lots of 
Loggerhead Shrikes but very few Northerns, even in winter. This one was 
very well marked with barring on the breast and less of a black mask than 
the Loggerheads have. It seemed to have an unusual lot of white feathers 
and looked very large, but this could have been caused by the way it was 
hanging in the air holding the Lark. I was surprised to see a Shrike kill as 
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large a bird as a Horned Lark, and do it so quickly. It seemed to be picking 
and biting the Lark to kill it. I know it didn't choke it as it didn't have time 
before we frightened it and it dropped it. 
- Lee Morris, Benedict 
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